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;;;; L Edltorlal - In” MY 92 on

Without trylng to sound dlssatisfled or dlsgusted w1th“the many courseS*oerred
at Ridge, I would like to put forth a few suggestions for ‘course 1mprovemeﬁ$s’~ ﬂﬂmn
purpose of this editorial is aimed at gaining a greater variety of coursea_for the .
students on Arts Specialties. I realize that we cannot expect to have the students
branch into specialized courses until the senior level, so I am chiefly concerned with
subjects at the twelfth-grade level. Without trying to suggest that the Arts Stu-
dents are being cheated, I am inclined to feel that there are fewer specific courses
offered to Arts students than to students in other specialties.

There are a number of practlcal and creative courses which could be offered
to the Arts: students but are not. When the Science students are offered three
special courses .- Biology, Chemistry, and Physics the Art 12 classes have their
course lumped; 1n$o one. “There: is not Science 12 but there is an Art 12, Shouldn't
Art also have;i%q‘branches at a Senlor level? For instance, a commerc;al art course
or a cartoon-drawing course? : e

The clerical students are offered a varlety of office courses while potentaal
writers can only enroll in one special English course - Literature 12. Wouldn't =
creative: courses in journalism, edltlng, or persua31ve writing, offer more incentive
to our- buddlng writers?

We cater t0 seamstresses, cookers, bu31nessmen and sé¢ientists while art stu<
dents are--only ‘given a vague background in academ;c subjects. Your reply to this
complaint will undoubtedly be that these students are chanelled for Unlver81ty life
where they will reéceive their specialized education. But do all these students: ‘reach
the University level? They undeniably don't because thelr 1ni€iht1ve and ambition
has been stifled because of the lack of incentive reached in their dull Ma€h and
Physics classes. Some students are absolutely not cut” out“to be Mathematiciané, yet
they may become totally engrossed in a Civics class. Why not develop their talents
and encourage their ambition. Ridge always. cleans up on-writing comretitions yet

we are still only offered one special English courSe in grade 12. Our student body
is full of potential talents in the Arts field! Don't let it go to waste! Doh't
ignore us any longer! - ; iTe 3



Q's Review 9

The movie-going habits of MRSSers are rather confusing at times.
Do you realize there are actually people in the school who haven't
seen "Doctor Zhivago"? (or:"Lawrence of Arabia" (Tsk! Tsk!)) . For :
the unfortunate few, I propose to make this review ‘a brief Tecommen=— -
dation of the former (now ‘in- its seécond year in Vancouver). : After all,
some people have ssen "Blow-Up", so you can see how profound my-
critical influence is. (22)" (see last R. Rambler for detalls)

Actually, to begin, I could make qulte a lengthy comparison between
"Doctor Z." and "Lawnence", but this wouldn"t be too fair. However,
I personally think- that "Lawrence" was superlor 1n many respects. So -
much for that. ' - £

"DoctorZ," is'an extremely well—photographed super-eplc.. The;}n
story follows the book very closely, with a bit more depth than the novel,
at least in the relatlonshlp between Zhivago and his mlstress, Lara.

Pe0ple who enjoy picking out symbolism in movies will have a field
day with "Doctor Z.". All sorts of besautiful but puzzling camera shots
make this mov1e ‘the "Blow Up" of spectacles,_

mhere is the roual ‘cast of thousands, W1th several very good

actlng jobs turned in, notably by Julie Chrlstle and Tom Courtenay.~'”
L %

‘The years fly by in "Doctor Z." and the viewer may find himself
a bit puzzled if he steps out to the lobby for a moment and then returns.
Sometimes the passage of time seems rather choppy, but this can be

xplalned by the -fact that Director David Lean left about twent-eight
hours of film on the cutting room floor.

In short a good movie to see—very sad (brings lots of Kleenex),
at times very moisy, but on the whole very artistically and convincingly
presented.

(P.S. - a crash course in History is advised for those who want to
easily follow the factual background of the story.)

Now that the "Sound of Music" is over, I think it is a good time
for us to assess our position with regard 0 future dramatlc produc—
tions.

Some thought has been given to productlon of another musical
next year, possibly "South Pacific". During the las» two ‘years we have
attempted to bring what some pcople consider nearly "professional" theatre
to the community. Hcwever, ‘these productions have”been far from profes-
sional in several respects - in faet, they may have created a distorted
image of theatre for the public. (Maple Ridge is not exactly notorious
for its ‘"culture” The community is gradually sinking to the status of a
3-B (Blngo. Bowllng and Booze) community, where there is no culture per se,
except in the eyes of a select: hﬂerarchv Vh“ch considers itself "the cul-
tured few".)

First, we have presented mu51cals for two years w1thout any real -
consideraulon for the music. The piano-organ combination presently em-— -
ployed may be effective, but is not exactly innovational. Why do we con-
tinue to put on musical productions which become more and more ambitious,
but wiShout the proper musical facilities? (Has anyone ever heard of an
orchestra?) S
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Secondly, there is the problem of scene changes which.c?e@te e§tremely
long breaks between scenes. (I must say I have no criticism ol the
scenery itself, which was superbly designed and exccuted), T@ls ;
problem could be eliminated by the use of "flats" and by putting in
the short scenes which are designed to be done in front of the curtain
during scene changes. (for some unknown reason these were eliminated
from this year's production).. : ok

‘Thirdly, there is the human element involved, There are some
dramatically inclined students in the school and adults in this
community who act in a manner which can be best described as
immature, who make an inane amount of fuss and bother which leaves us
wondering, exactly who is running the show, Presumably a great deal
of “this trouble arosé¢ from this year's double cest, Aside.from the
disadvantages this concept creates in regard to performances and
audience reaction, a great deal of conflict arises and occasionally
unfortunate comparisons are made. (We all know about "that" Gazette
articleg) :

« ""7f think that we should be content to rest on the laurels
achieved through this year's production of the "Sound of liusic", and
"lay low" on musicals for a time, at least until we havé the right
facilites and attitudes towards this type of production, Next year,
we should try a straight dramatic production, which may help to form
a genuine and respectable basis for drama in the community,

Michael Quigley
LXCHANGE

pacta LR “;.flf | N Lynn Lawrence

Compliments of the "Green and Gold".
: "Chuckles":
Romance: the only sport in which the animal that gets caught

has td buy the license! -

"T agree," said the psychiatrist, "that he may have a spark of

genius. . But in my opinion, he also has ignition trouble,"
Compliments of the "Highland Piper".

"The policy of the Piper this year will be to please everybodyi
Any mistakes, vhich are found, were placed there merely to satisfy
those people who search for such things." (Now !'you' now why is there
always mistakes in school newspapers)) : :
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The Ridce Rambler Box Contest

Coﬁtfibu%ibns for this contest were.sratfully accepted, the
winner this month is Marsha Grecory for ‘her entry: "Picasso uses
paint by number!™ But a very close second was Michael "uigley
for his entry: "Adolf Hitler is Alive and Living in "Thonnock!™,
Con'raﬁulatlons goes out to both and many thanks coes out to
those whoé entered, . Some of the entries follow:

Centennial Tartan stolen from ori-~inal Scotch tape label.

0lad Dutch Potatoe Chips made in Japan.

Mr. V's office is really a pnony front for--a candy storel-

Hini Skirts found to be re;ectu from Aferican pyrny frlbel

Lac; Bird oririnated political slogan "All the vay with L° g

Linus Soaks his blanket in LSD

Superman arrested for 1ndecent exposure in nubllc telephone booth'
Flashl! thtle Orphan Annies Eyes Foundl

Robert Goulet makes killin~ on American Senator’s Sln”inw Lessons'
Extral Hary Mild Marries Mr. Clean

i/itch Hazel Arrested for flying without.e Licencel
creyhound Bus Line Goes to the Dogs!

lir. Cuicley plays a player pianol

it

' Bnrlish-Fashion nodel "yicpy" earns IDxtra i‘onev Posing for Care

Posters!

.7 Incoérporation of lietric System Causes Sexsation! Iow about ar
T @bt flrlsqv?oo _

ooooo

TW1f~v Calls Jayne Mansefleld a bl" "Boob"

THIS nONTH' The Ridge  Rambler Box contest is catering to aspiring

-~ younpg cartoonists!il So here's vour chance to exhibit your talents

“%n the Art fields!! Submit your caﬂtoon entry on a plain sheet of
white p® er, preferably outllned in‘India Tnk or dark pencil,
otherwise it cannot be copied. Don't forget to enter!



